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SERMON 


PSAL. cxlv. 9g, 10. 


I will feng a new Soug unto, thee, O God, and ſing 
Praiſes unto thee upon 4 ten-ſtringed Lute ; 


Thou haſt given Viftory nnto Kings : and haſt 
delrver d David thy Servant from the peril of 
the Sword, 


F ever any might preſume to take up the words 

of Devid in another Pſalm where he fays in be- 
half of himſelf and of God's own People, Like as we 
have heard ſo have we ſeen in the City of our God, i. e. 
1n the Church, God »pholdeth the ſame for ever ; We 
may be allow'd to take them up at this time, and to 
ſpeak them in our own behalf. If ever thoſe words of 
his might be apply'd by way of comparing the Grear 
Deliverances which Almighty God has afforded to 
Kings and Kingdoms in Ages paſt, with Mercies to 
leſs wonderful in the preſent Age ; Then I may juſtly 
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apply thoſe words-with reference to the words of my 
Fext :+take it-ont-of-a Pfahm-appointed-in part of 
our Office. for this Solemn, Thankggiving ; and there's 
none but at firſt hearing my Text read may ſee it as it 
were fulfilled once more mm our own Story, and gjoxi-- 
ouſly accampliſht oa this: Good, Day : for we hear in 
my-Text of a Viflory given by Godto a King; and tow 
we ſee aKing who having food as it were 1n a-Battel 
not for a.ſingle day onely, but for ſeveral'months, his: 
Enemies are fo -dilappeiited, and'deteated'now, that: 
we may truly fay, God has gizen him-a Noble ViStory : 
- We hear ofa King mmyiTexe; Delives'd from the peril 
of the Smord.; for tis. plain this Pſalm: was, written by 

Dawid after te was Eſtabliſht upon his Throne, ſince 

he: ſpeaks: to. God in the ſecond verſe, my Deliverer, 
wy; Shield, and he.in whom I iruſt,, who. ſubdueth my 
People +hat is under me. But we cannot tell. whether: 
this Pſalm: were written before or after: his Encounters 
with Abſolom, the Son of his own Bowels that ſonght 
bis Life, or with Sheba that manag'd' a Riſing in. the 
Gyy.:againft him, till-the Loyal Party of the City pre- 
vail'd, and the Traitor loſt his Head::-therefore I make 
no. refle&ion upon thoſe paſſages, for: tis more than I 
can prove that David himſelt refteced upon them, 
here. - But there's. no queſtion he had an Eye to all the - 
Ferrible Hazards. he had run. betore he was Crown'd, 
when Saul and his bloudy-houſe were hunting him like 4 
Partridge. upon the: Mountains: So that not his. own 
Houſe, which ſhould be a Man's Caſtle and his SanQiz- 
ary,.not-his own Bed,: which was made to.be quiet in.; 
not.- 
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not thoſe | very places whither he fled for Retuge, were 
ice from the rag. of the Sword. 
+ This then - » bear. from | the Text compar'd with 
the Story of that King ; and. ( to keep far enough off 
fot only from: cold and: frivolous Parallels but allo 
from odious Compariſons ), I ſhall only ſay, we ſee. a 
King preſerved from the ſame Implacable Enemy that 
has purſu'd. him above theſe Forty Tears ; but a much 
' mare formidable Enemy ſince he conceal'd. his Enmity, 
than when he declar'd himſelf openly, even by .ſer- 
ting” a Price upon the Moſt Sacred Head. 

But, David in all theſe Reflexions either upon his - 
Dangers or. his Deliverances, looks up-to. Heaven,,. he 
acknowledges, that the. Race is not to the Swift, nor the 
Battel to the Strong ; and tho' it. be-added: by Solomor 
that Time and Chance. happen to all things, his meaning 
was, that many things look: indeed like Chance, tho 
guided by a Hand of Providence,to moſt unſeen, which 
yet was moſt viſible to King David in the whole 
Courſe of his. Fortunes chan he givesthe Honor to ” 
God alone.. He thanks himmnot only for his own proſpe- - 
rous Succeſſes, but in behalf of all the Crowned Heads 
in the World, i is be that giveth Vidory unto Kings :-: 
to the ſame Great: God. of - Heaven. he aſcribes their 
Preſervation from ſo. many Horrid Conſpiracies,as while - 
there is a Devlin Hell, and ſo many of his Agents upon 
Earth, will never. ceaſe to: be carryed on; and. when 
they are taken off; it is He the King of Kings that. de- - 
livers bis Servant David, or. by parity.of reaſon, any 
other Sovereign Prance, that may be ſtyl d.his Serwant,.. 
from the hurtful Sword. Laſtly, : 


Laſthy,'to ee the's So y and Honorary 
Part of his Thankggivings upon theſe Accounts, he re- 
ſolves to. celebrate ' his' ViEtory and his Deliperance, 
with ſuch Muſick, as is proper cobeuſed] in the Worſhip 
of God,-and together with Church-Muſick, to Introduce 
its beſt Siſter and Heavenly Twin, z. e. Divine Poetry, 
wherein he will endeavour at Higher and Nobfer 
Strains than ordinary. I will fing a new Song unts thee 
0 God: 1 will ſing Praiſes nnto thee upon a ten-flringed 

Lute. 
Now I cannot deny but many of the modern Expo- 
fitors are careful, in; their Deſcants on my Text, ts in- 


ſirudt us that the religious Uſe of Inſtrumental Muſick 


was. purely Moſaical and Typical; that it was adapted 
to the groſſer and duller Conſtitution of the Fewiſh 
Votaries, but by no means to be taken for our Pattern, 
nor imitated under the: Goſpel. But if all this were 
Typical, I would gladly learn what a Ten-ftringed Late 
was a Type of; I would fain know too, whether the 
Piety of thoſe Reformers be ſo much more Retin'd and 
Exalted than was that of David, that they refuſe and 
defpife ſuch low Diſpenſations as theſe. which he made 
good uſe of. I would willingly underſtand,w hy they 


are not as well pleaſed with good Inſtrumental Mrſich, 


in fome few Churches, as they are with il Vocal Mutick 
in many Churches. * In ſhort, if I find it in uſe with 
other Nations as old as Homer's time, with Nations 
who never received the Law, and with the Jews before 
they received the Law upon Mount Sinai, (tor Miriam 
the Siſter of Aaron and i e Virgins that bore her Com- 


hos. 
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| to celebrate their Deliverance out of ; 
fed with their Trzbrels. and dancd to the _ 
Moſes )I muſt conclude it a piece of Natural Religion, 
to which the common Light of Reaſon direds all Civi- 
lized Nations, eſpecially upon any general Jubile and 
Publick, Thanksgiving;and ite 
had reaſon to fing Te Denm, to raile ther Aﬀections 
with Voices, and Strings and Inſtruments of Wind fic 
for their Songs of Deliverance ( as Dawid calls them ) 
we have reaſon todo it on This Day. 

Tho this being no common Day I muſt be more 
particuſar than to ſpend all my time upon any Com- 


mon-place ; yet E have warrant enough to draw from 


the ſpecial Caſe of David towards ſome general Ob- 
fervations 3 for this Propoſition, It zs God that giveth 


Victory unto Kings, is virtually and implicitely uni-- 
yerſal; he does not fay that God always gives- 
them Viflory : We know it has been given againſt 


the Reſt of Kings to the Worſt of: all his Subjects, 
but the meaning is, that whenever a King is a Con» 


querour, God gives him Viflory : Nor does he ſay that- 


Sovereign Prince 1s Conſtantly Delver'd, as 
David was from the Peril of the Sword. Alals was our 
late Royal Martyr ſo Delivered from ic ? In the higheft 


and trueſt ſenſe of. the word, he was never more. de - 


livered from all the Evils of this World: than wherhe 
was delivered up by Gods unſearchable Counfels. to 


the Will of his Enemies ; but yet not fo delivered . 


as David with a Tempor 


ever any Prince and Peop'e 


al Deliverance. This only. 
ean be gathercd, that whenever theſe Sacred Princes - 


are-- 
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are ſo+delivered as"to be preſerved Gm the Sword, - 
( and fothey are moſt frequently ;) ſo asto be reſcued 
aut of the very.Jaws of Death , 'tis by an extraordi- 
nary Vigilance of the Divine Providence over them, 
-tis God is their Guardian, and not Man. There is no 
King ( ſays the ſame Royal Prophet in another place ) 
ns. can be ſaved by the Multitude of an Hoſt ; a mighty 
Man-is not delivered by much ftrength. 3. e. 'tis not the 
Number of his Forces that can ſecure the greateſt 
Prince, nor the Courage and Power of the moſt Giant- 
like man, . no, tho' he has never ſo numerous a Party 
on his f1 de, that can Preſerve or Suſtain him. And as 
no King is to put his Truſt<in the Number or the 
Fortitude of his People, ſo neither 35 any People to 
Confidein the Wiſdome of their Heads, or in the vaſt- 
neſs of their Body, to oppoſe their Lawful Prince; for 
it follows, the Lcyd bringeth the Counſel of the Hakoy 
to nought, He maketh the Devices of the People of none 
effect. Now in the Book of Pſalms the Heathen do 
commonly {ignifie the Godleſs-men : So 'tis as if he had 
ſaid, whatſozver Godleſs men delign or propoſe ta 
themſelves contrary to the Will of . God, he blaſts 
and fruſtrates their Plots, he diflipates at] thes Cabals, 
he unravels all rheir Intrigues, be they never lo 
cunningly managd by ſuch as have erected themleſyes 
into.Secret Councils, be they never {o ſtrongly backt by 
Factions Aſſociations ; ſtill God does in his good time 
-make it appear, that he governs the World, he makes 
them feel his hand that think to wreſt the Scepter from 
them that hold it for him. Whoever they .are that 
2 ule 


before the K ING. 


uſe indire&t and unlawful means to Raife or Eſtabliſh, 
of but to Secure themſelves,'to ſet up as it were for 
themſelves, withont God in the World : z they take the 
certain courſe either to milcarry with their Deſign, or 
if they do gain their Point, yet their Succeſs it ſelf is 
a judgment upon them : proportionable to the great- 
' neſs of their Sin will be their Puniſhment ; which if it 
comes in this world, is commonly fetch'd out of the 
very bowels of the Sin that deſerv'd It, and fo as the 
Hand of God is 1il|nſtrionſly viſible in it. 

But to be more diſtinct, I ſhall Jay the maia deſign 
of my Text into thelc three Heads of my Diſcourle. 


r. I take the firſt of them from the very words of 
David, That fince it is Go who givethViSoryunto K ings, 
it is better to truſt in the Lord, than to put any confe- 
dence in man. 


2. Secondly, That ſich as will not truſt in God as 
a Deliverer from any Dangers they fear, but will take 
the Sword againſt their Lawfil Prince upon any Pre- 
tence whatſoever ; their Sentence 1s read in the words 
of our Bleſſed Saviour ; They that take the” Sword 
ſhall Periſh by the Sword. 


. Thirdly, That there is a Peculiar hand of Provi- 
Mi. over Kings and Princes to deliver them from the. 


hurtful Sword ; axed ſo alſo over all their Loyal $ nbjects 
and Goo1 People, that will but truſt God and walk in 
his holy ways. 


B Firſt 
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__ Firſt then, Siee. it is God. wha. giveth Vidory unto 
Kings, #25 better to truſt in the Lord, than to put any 
Confidence in man. What need I look any farther 
for Proof of ſv. plain a thing than to. this Great Man 
in the Text? | 
When he yielded to that great Temptation of Nun- 
bring the People, an A which God interpreted: to be 
relying on the Arm of Fleſb, and priding himſcli in the 
many that he had at his Service, inſtead of depend g 
upon God, thea God was pleas d immediately toſhew 
Himſelf; the vaſt Muſter-Roll: of his Fighting-mcn 
was quickly diminiſh'd by an Epidemical Plague, a 
Judgment *worthy of God ; a fair warning for every 
Great Man that puts his. craft 5 in the Mulrirude, eſpe- 
cially for him-that follows a Mult:tude to do Exit, tho' 
he vainly ſuppoſes that Good may come of it, or at 
leaſt that a great Evil and Miſchiet cannot be avoided 
but by running along with the ſtream. This Principle 
of yielding , and ſteering a crooked Courle for fear 
of the Torrent, was by a Noble Engliſh Martyr 
within the memory of man, moſt Chriſttanly Con- 
teſt and Condemn'd' with his laſt breath, 
Ld. Capel. as.that which had brought- npon him the 
| Guilt of Innocent Blood. In ſuch hard: 
Caſes as theſe, the reſolution of Pavid ( tho' ſomewhat 
of the lateſt for hin. atter he had Numbred the People) 
ſhould be our Rule, Let xs now fall into; hands of the 
-Lord, for- his mercies are great. and_let us not- fall into 
the hands of” men : 1 hen how low ſoever we ma 
fall we are ſure to fall decently, with an humble go 
nels, 
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neſs, and with the honeſt Pride of a good Conſcience z 
nay then we have reaſon to be confident, that God is 
on our right hand, therefore we ' ſhall net full, by thoſe 
floods of Belisl; or,- thoſe overflowings of ungodly men, 
which made even David afraid ; for God takes to him 
{elf chis Glory, that He ſtills the raging of the Sea, 
and the noiſe of its Waves, and the madneſs of the 
People. 

But if ever any one thought to carry all before him 
by the Number and Force of his Armed men, in ſpight 
of tlie Living God, it was Senacherib ; The Specch 
that was ſpoken in his Name by Rabſbekab to the Peo- 
ple 6n the Wall, was like that of the Gyant Capangxs, 
whom the Poet repreſents upon the Walls of Thebes 
daring and defying all the Gods: of Heaven and of 
Farth. But when the Tumor of the Aſſyrians Pride 
was lanc'd by an Angel's Sword, { which in one Night 
cur off a hundred fourſcore ard five thouſand of his 
fighting men ; and fo gave a great Victory to the 
King of Iſrael, and fo delivered Hezekiah the Son 
of David, from the hurtſul Sword ) then does not 
Senacherib bluſh by falling low on his Face to a God 
of wood or of ſtone to give himſclt the Lie; he that 
confelsd no other God than his own ſtrong Arm {to 
that alone he- gives the Artribute of Oimiporence ) 
be +s fqund ' upon his Knees to his God Nifroch; he 
who deipiſed the Servants and Worſhippers 
of the God. of Iſrael, but in comparifon- of his own 
ſtrength, derided rhe Power of a Deity, and prickt all 
hs Religion upon the end of his Sword, this Scorner 
B 2 | of 
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of God is ſlain by two of of his own Sons while he 


was crouching to a thing without Senſe or Life; in 
the very ACt of his Publick Adoration, God in his in- 
finite Wildome ordering. x (o, that he ſhould ſeal 
his Faith ( fuch a faith as it was ) with his own Blood, 
that not only. his Crime and his Puniſhment ; but his 
Recantation roo- might be publiih'd to all the World. 

Bur ſure I may take your Aſſent to this for granted, 
thar 'tzs better to truſt in God than to put any Confidence 
ar Map. 
 _ 2. I proceed in the ſecond piace- to ſhew more 

largely, That. ſuch as will not truſt in God as a de- 
liverer. from any dangers they fear , but will take the 
Swgrd againſt their Lawful Prince, upon any pretence' 
whatſoever, their Sentence is read in the word of our 
bleſſed Sawiour, They that take the Sword ſhall periſlr 
with the Sword. 

This alſo-will beft appear by ſome clear and proper 
Examples, even David the Hero in my-Text, Hewho 
had ſhew'd himſelf infinitly tender of- jouching the Lords 
Anointed, tho' himſelf were the next toſucceed; when 
he made bur one falſe Step in point of Duty to his King 
and'Love ro his Country, -it coſt hm almoſt as:dear 
as his very Lite; for when King Saul had driven him 
from. his Country, when being purſu'd and-perſecuted 
to extremity, he did but-fly for. retuge to- the. Phi- 
tins, thole mortal Enemies of Iſrael, _ nickly 
.40-they call his fins to. remembrance © Is avid 
of' whom they ſ@ng- one to. another, Saul hath Cain his 
Abenſanſs axd David his Ten Thouſands: ? Then was 

he 
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le fain wiſely to a@ the fool, and to counterfeit the 
Mad-man, to let his ſpittle fall down upon his Beard. 
Yet was not that fo abje@ or ſo ridiculous a ſpeRacle 
as to ſee one lick the ſpittle of the people from the 
very. Ground, as the greateſt man muſt do that 
would court a Party, and ſet up for baſe Populari- 
ty: He muſt be contented not onely to play the 
fool for Company, and to cant with them ; but he- 
muſt play the Bedlam too, or elſe he muſt Teave his 
Party. Well under this Diſguiſe of a man that had 
loſt his wits, and was not. worth their looking after, . 
David eſcapes from that fataf Court to a Cave; 
He raiſes ſome forces : nor was he to blame for this, 
to go about with a Guard, when his Life was 
unjuſtly attempted” by the Philiftins, the common 
Enemy. Every one. ( weare told ) that was in debt, 
and every. one that was diſcontented gather d them- 
ſelves unto him ; Multi quibus Otile Bellunr, many to 
whom War and Troubles would afford a ſubliſtance: 
now he thought himſelf conſiderable. enough with 
his flying Army to offer his ſervice again to the ſame 
King Achiſh of Gath; and perſonating the Lunatick 
no more, he 1s kindly receiv'd there. And yet 'tis 
plain he never intended to make War on thicir Side 
| againſt his own Priace and People, for while he dwelt 
among them he,, diverted and imployed 'his Farces 
another way againſt ſome of" the, Borderers; rhe' Old 
Enemies. of Iſrael. But. then to. what cruel hards 
ſhifþ was he reduced, even to put alt to' the Sword,. 
that none might ſurvive to tel. any, Tales of. him ? 


* What: 
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What pitiful Evaſions 3 what officious Equivocations 
was he driven upon, to make the  Philiffines believe 
that he was heartily , theirs ? and then dots Kinp 
Achiſh bring him to the Teſt, to fight with Iſraek 
And Achith ſaid unto David, Know thou aſſuredly that 
thou ſhalt go out with me to Kpttel, thou and thy 
men. There's no ſtepping back for a man once en- 
gapg'd on the wrong fide, he muſt either go through- 
out with tits new Friends, or quit them in plain 
Field. He anſwers the Prince whom he had made 
his Maſter, in.general terms, Surely thou ſhalt know 
what thy Servant can do. He and his men -keep 
in the Rear on the Day of Battel ; what he meant 
to do, or which way he delign'd to extricate him- 
ſelf out of theſe Difficulties into which his falſe Poli- 
ticks had caſt him, 'tis impoſſible for us to deter- 
mine. Perhaps he would have thrown, himſelf and 
his Forces between the two Armies, to prevent the 
Fight and to mediate a Peace, and fo he would 
| have ſatisfied both his Obligations, the one of Loyalty 
to. his Prince, the other of Gratitude to his Pro- 
tector. Ak 

But the Providence of God d:cided the Caſe and 
drew him out of the Snare, but made him take thame 


upon, him,, when the Princes of .the Phuliſtines vigd | 


is 


theic King to ſend him, away yn diſgrace, Make + 


ellow return, and let him not. go down with us to Bat- 
tel, eft in the Battel þe be an Adwerſary to us, for where- 
with, ſhould he reconcile bimfelf. to his Maſter, ſhot it 
not-be with-the Heads of theſe men © Thus ' they 'in a 
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manner. caſhier'd him, as ene to be: juſtly ſuſpected 
for a double Traitor ; and though they cenſurd 
him unjuſtly, yet the whole Story may ſerve to 
firengthen my Concluſion ; which David had often 
experimented ro be moſt true 3 that as an humble 
Confidence of Gods ProteGiorl over us, if we refalve 
to lrwve in his moſt holy fear, is the moſt infallible 
eonrſe we can take to continue in ſafety, ſo on the other 
fide all Policy that ſwerves from the ftris Rule of 
Conſcience, does rather procung than prevent extream 
Danger. 

But to confirm this obſervation from Experience 
elder than David and yet ſt} ro keep within the 
Sacred ſtory. The Men of Hud) ſaid unto Cideon 

that was in the time of the Judges) Rale thor over 
us, both thou and thy Son and thy Sons Son alſo. Al> 
mighty God had cholen him before ro be their Lea-»- 
der and Chief; but what they offer him now was 
more than an Ac of Recognition, or an Acknow-. 
ledgment of his Right; for by this A& they bind' 
themſelves and their Poſterity to be ſubje&t to bim 
and his. But how did they keep their Faith with 
him? Much at the ſame rate as the unconſiant 
Multirude is wont to keep it. As ſoon as Gideom: 
was dead, Abimelech his Soy by a Concubine (c as- 
he is ſtif'd ) infinuates himſelf into them ; They 
furniſh him with money under hand, wherewith' he 
hires wiin and light Perſons to follow him ; for com=- 
monly ſuch are the Followers of Mock-Princes :- with 
the help of this Nable Retigue he aflatiiaates: alt 

the. 
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the ſeventy legitimate -Sors” of ' his | Father” wpon one 
ſtone's yet the People. have ftill that wicked Parti- 
ality for him as #0 make hint their King ; But how did 
this Murderous Traitor and his Abettors proſper ? 
iJotham the Youngeſt Son of Gideon and the- only 
Son that: ſurviv'd 'the Maſſacre, cryes as a' Prophet 
from Cod againſt the- Ulurper ; and denounces that 
fire ſhall come out of the Bramble ( fo in his Parable 
: calls that Baſe Son _) and that this fire ſhall de- 
pour their Cedars of L#hazon, their Noble . men that 
rais'd-him. And preſently after that, we ſhall find 
that their Underwoods, z. e. the Common People 
were deſtroyed in the flame of their-own blowing 
For the . next"account we receive- is, that God 
Go an Evil Spirit between Abimeleclt and the men 
_ of Sichem : He ſent 7z. e. he ſuffer'd the Dewil as 
his Inſtrument of Vengeance to go, and he gave 
bim power over them : .And now they grow as 
weary of their Pageant as once they were ford of 
it; they hold their Cloſe Meetings againſt him, 'tis (aid 
they met ig the Houſe-of their God to Eat an d Drink, 
and to Curſe Abimelech ; this was to turn their 
Church. into a True Covventicle, where they. cafryed 
en: the. work of 'the day in their two laudable Exer- 
ciſes, whereof one was inveighing againſt the Go- 
vernment, though it was of: their own ſetting up ; 
and the other” was indulging their ſenſual Appetites 
under the: Cloak of Religion. Then we are” told, 
the meri of Sichem dealt Treacherouſly with Abimelech, 


as thoſe that : have... once - been- fellow-Traitors 'to 
etl their. 
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; Lawful Governours . do.ſeldome long -cotitizue 
tukco one another. Whar Tumules —_ follow'd ? 
W har Inſurreftions ? How the Fields were dyed with 
, and how much Blood ran down the Streets.of 
Heie City, you may read in that noble Story ; which 
fimfhes at laſt in the moſt ignominious Death of that 
mighty Mar,yho took not God for his ſtrength,he periſbes 
-by the hand of a Woman. To make it the more re- 
markable ; he that had murder'd ſeventy. of his Bre- 
thren upon one flone, has his own Brains daſh'd out b 
another ſtone : and to ſhew that the band of God 
was in all this, we are told expreſly, And all the 
Evil of the Meii of Sichem did God render upon their 
own heads, and upon them came the Curſe of Jotham. 
Bur becauſ> this diſtruſting of God and: ( inſtead 
-of doing that which Pavid prefles ſo paſlionately, 
O tarry thou tle Lords leiſure ) being ready to ſay 
with that impious Noble-man that was at laſt trodden 
to Death by the People, Why tarry we for the Lord 
any longer ? Becauſe this fatal Imparience ſeems to be 
now one of our National Sins, T ſhall urge againſt 
the fad eff-Gs of it ſome ſuch: Examples as ſhal: be Ne 
tional and Virtually a Multicud+ of Examples ; Zede- 
kiah the King of Judh having abſolutely ſubmirted to 
the great Kiag of Babylon, "tis ſaid he Rebelled againſt 
'King Nebuchadaezzar, who hall ne hia ſwear byGod:: 
Theretore by the way, the reliſtirig 2a Lawfal Prince 
to. whom an Oath of Obedience has once been taken, 
tho' he b- a. Heathen Prince, 'as Nebuchadnezzar was, 
as no berrer than a.do: " 15.66.40 _ a. wicked 
| Rebyllibgz 
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Rebellion.” So Feremieh the poor "defpivd Prophet of 


Ged implies ic to he througho: 1 his Prophecy. 'But; 
what +it theſe men were perjur 'd Rebels? yer this was 
always their Note-eonecrning themſclves, The Temple 
ef the” Lord, the Teirple of the Lord are theſe, 5. e. they 
were the God:y, they: were the' Saints; juſt as the Trus 
Prote ſtant, the ['rne- Proteſtant, is. now the Common 


Ery'of thoſe who think that: Ti.le- a -good Apoloey,: 


and + ſufficient Pleat to legi:imate Perjury and\Rebc]: 
lion; nay more, he is furs to be called-a FaFor for 
Babylon (as Teremi: :þ was call 'd ) that dares bur call it 
Perjury ard Rebellion. Bur by whatever Namcs they 
are pleas'd to eall vs, I muſt tell them-by the way; 
ſire in- Oppoſition to- therr - RebeVion we: have held 
eur: Lives-fo long ac the mercy of their Perjury, and 
et they have fo'rd' to their Coſt that we have ſtood 
our pround fiill in the Church of Fngland; they that 
bave t:y'd us at this rate have given a-ſufficient- proot 
thar we are ready to lay down our Lives for the Church 
of Fngland. We can ſay no more than this; and we 
oughr to fy no, |. |. But ro return from this thort 
occali»nal dizrefſion-ro rhe Srory- of that Rebellion [ 
was relatino ; What: came of it ? Thar eaſfe miſguid: d 
P:ince Zedekiah was utterly: loſt, his very Eyes were 
not lefr him but-only fo long as to {ce his Sons put 
to-the Sword; - the Texrple that was their Glory, and 
which they--turn'd mro-rhicir Vair Glory, was burnt by 
Nebuzar:dan-the Aſſyri n General, the main Body of 
the People was carryed away Captive into that ſame 


 Fab1lon. that. Heatheiih Countrey! which they fo 


julily abhorr'd:- | Again, 


Ae Again, theglainequubulent. abd ceſtlels People bring 
after many Ages in ſome degree re-eſtab'itht by the! Va- 
Jour of the Maccabees; had made an invre and necetlary 
ſurre::der ot themlietves te -rhe Romans as to then Lords 
and Makers. Fo- tear of giving Umbrage to the Rowars 
of any other Pretender tothe Crown bur Ceſar, their 
carſed Po'i.ician Cizp »45 was for p itriag or Bl:ſſel 
Lord to dea'h : thoſ- two words Venient Romani, the 
Romans wil! come aad take away both our Place and Na- 
tion, were cff-Qual incentives to ſtir up the People to 
Cry, Cruci/y hin, Crucify him: As now to Cry loud 
enough Popery will come in and ſwallow us up, ſeryes all 
the: turns of any great Incendiary to break throu gh all 
Hu n1n.and DivineLaws. But hoiw were thoſe Phari%es 
2nd Sales, thoſe Hypocrites and Arheifts d-ſtroyed 
Ly rhemſelves ? their (ſhedding innocent be >d (and it 
was the B'ood of God ) brought upon them a'd-luge af 
blood ;-at laſt their open Rebe'lian azaviſt the R omary, 
their la-vful Governours at that time, cauſed cherr whole 
Nation'to be pl.:ck'd up by the very roots, and romake 
the Judgment more apparent, when Titizs the Romar 
eam- and burir their Tex>le again, fo many Ages after 
ics &ſt D ſtruRtion, that ſecond Delol.ciea came upon 
th-m ( ſiys Joſeph vs their great Hiſto- | 
rian) in wi v6 Month, on the ſame { 4 0 g "I Ju 
day of the Marhthat the-former fell. 
upon ; and when by the-ſame divifeonof Priefts and 
Levites. th+ ſa ne Divine Service was reading 1a courſc 1 
viz. that Plaln, which was wriften 10 Adniratio:1 of 
Gods vindictiye ] kice, 0 God, to whom Vengeance be- 
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Jongeth, thou God to whom Venyeance belongith ſbew thy 
ſelf. 
| C Aﬀter ſuch mftances as theſe, I ſhall need no 
more: and in hopes I have pgain'd this ſecond Point, 
that ſuch.as will needs take the ſword againſt their lew- 
jull Prince ſhall periſh' with the ſword, | make haſt 
to my Third and LAG Part; That there is 4 peculiar 
hand of providence over Kincs. and Princes, to deliver 
them-from- the- hurtful Sword : ſo alſo over all their 
Loyall Subjects ard. Good People: that wall but truſt Go 
and walk in his Holy ways. 

Now then let us look back on the other fide, and 
ſee but how well they fard inthoſe ſame great Conjun- 
Gures and Revolutions who. took-the Prophets' Advice 
to ceaſe from man, ie. to.truft in God: Upon how eafie 
terms. was: the whole Nation offered by God to be 

preſervd'?: He does as it were renew his old promile, 

19 fr for- them while they ſhould hold their. peace, 
if they would but reform- their Lives: ths ſaith. the. 
Lord gu our Ways an your. doings, and I will 
eauſe you to dwell in this place. See how Cod takes to 
himiclfthe Ordering of State-affairs, as the firſt Mover 
and Manager of. all ſecord' Cauſes, then I will' cauſe 
you to dwell in the Land that I gave to your Fathers.. 
Bur the greater number of that People would not-tate 
God's word, and he dealt with them accordingly : But 
how was tlis parient and the peaceful temper of mi1.d- 
fignally rewarded in the Priſervation of. Jeremiah, 
and the Remnant his little Parry ? how: was ſubrifſion 
and: obeCici.ce- to their Chicf (tho he were dead and 


gone ) 
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-pone Jnobly requited to Jeremiahs beloved Rechabites 
m that very time of the Siege ? becauſe they kept to 
. thoſe Obmſtitutions which they had received trom their 
Anceſior, they had a gracious and a glorious promiſe 
fromGod, Joradab the Son of Rechab ſhall not want a 
man to fland before me for ever. Under what part 
of Heaven fo- ver they have liv'd,. T believe-Cod, that 
this Relicious Family was preſerved (when the whole 
Nation was almoſt exttnguiſh'd |) to laſt the outmoſt 
date of this moſt true Promile.. And if any faith may 
be given to a Jewiſh Anthor, who Tra- 
'vaild over the greateſt part of the habi- Ber. Tudel. 
table World, to vilit the difperſed of his 
own Nation ; heafſjures us 1n his Itinerary, that what- 
ever becomes of. his Country-men the Sons of Abraham, 
yet the Poſterity-of Rechabdo (itl] ſublift ; that they en-. 
Joy a fair Tenicory; that they have buile a ſtrong City, 
{which they were not for bidden to dufor their neceflary 
defence) andare very formidable Neighbours to other : 
perty-States among the Arabs at this day. Jaſt ſo it 
fel] out again at the ſecond deſtruQion of: Jernſalem, 
when the Romans took it ; Gallxs began the Siege, but- 
raisd it-again without ary rea/omimaginable,except chis 
account may be given of.ir, thar he was over-rul & from . 
above,to open a- paſſage for-the Chriſtians (who in thoſe - 
days follow'd nothing Lit Peace and Holineſs )to fly ta the - 
Montains ; fo that when Titzs cam* 2 
few months after to ren-w- the Siege, Exſcb. 1.3 .c.5; 
there was no* one Chriſtian lefe in Fe-- 
evſalem. We muſt neeus believe the moſt Anuibentic & 
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Writers'of Sha CEE that the Chriſtuans alle{dipy, "” 
Pella, a City beyond pour n, while the ſeditions Jews 
' were-not only cut off by the Kom.ars, but were all the 
while killing and laying, ar.d damning one another. 

Take-but or. inſia1 ce more of God's extraordirar y 
Care of thoſe that will but 4 ive creder ce 10 hi, Word, 
and keep themſelves withia any tolerable. compaſs of 
. doing .thoar duty ; ; but ic (hall be an inſtar.ce reaching 
.from the beginr ing to the Jaft tatal F1,d of the Jewif 
Government ; for during all that time Almighry Cod 
was pleas'd to work more than an Ant-iverſaty N.iracle 
for their ſakes, when the Tribes of Ijrael went 1p to 
their great Solemr:itics rhrice 1n the Your: leaving their 
whole. Country naked ard in a manner expoſed to a 
Forein Invaſion, Cod vilibly. ard plofiou fly perfoim'd 
wv hat. he-had cngat *d to do tor their Securi.y: for he 
fruck their Netghbour-Nations ard FPowerml Cits 
that wereat Enmity with them, wkh Pazxic Feyrs, ai d 
the Terr-r of the Lord was upar them, tha; thy dm (t 
make no Inroads on the Holy L and, howcyv:r abar do..'d 
for the Time by moſt of its own Iyhabirarts : Accordin 
to that aſſurance given 'em in that wonderful place «f 
Ecriptr re, Exodus, Xxx1v. 24. Fer 'l will coft.ont the 
Nations before thee and inlarce thy brders : | neither 
f all any. man deſire: thy Levd when thou go. ft up to 
appear befare the I ord thy Cod il r'ce init e Tear. 

B.:t if ſuch ard lo «extraordinas y. has beenthe Fro- 
widenc? of God in the preſervarion of the .obedicx. c 
People ; niuch more remarkable has the Divice Prc 
tection becn over the Sacred Perſons $: Kings and 
; I'LlCCS, 
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Princes. -I have not_time to expatiare on ſo noble x 
Theam, I wil come prelently hone to the wonderfi;Þ 
Inſtance now betore us, and to-the peculiar briitacſs of 
this Day : Huw was our Nazive Coantry, this truntul 
Soil, like to have been ſtain'd with a- moſt barbarous, 
Aila{livation of or Sovereiz2n Lord the Kinz and his 
Royal Brother, had nor their Lives been precious in the 
fight of God! There had an Acre of Groundbeen-made 
an Aceldaina; a Field of Blood, and confider pray, you 
that have in your miadsrheticratiun-of the place 'where 
thismoſt horrible Tre:ſor thould have been ad ; was 
there ever a place muie cunniagly found o:1r for the 
Fx.cution of ſo damnable a Deſign ? an lucloſure, an 
errand: Pound ; in the midſt of it a Ho .le as converi.nt 
fr the r-c:ption of all the Conſpirat rs as the Maſter of 
that Hoſe was proper to make One at the head. of that 
ex: crable Crew. Sect then b:fore your Eyes thoſe las 
m-ntable Tinages, ( but moſt neceſlary ro make us ſens 
{ible of our great deliveranc- ) a number of- murderous 
Phanaticks 1a whoſe {ight Blood was a5 nothing, and. Royat 
Blood no more to them thanthe m--aneſt, nay chem re 
merito/15us Saciiac? ; ſuppoſe thoſe Armed Trairors 
ruſhing our of their larkiag-plac*, while our Fearle8 
Princes had been talking of 1ndifferent things, or while 
they hid bren repofiag rhemſclves in. th: ir. Jurney, 
p*<nr upin a:Coach, difab'ed even. from drawing their - 
Swords, or Dying Nobly; and fora terv of th. ir. Guards . 
what -co:i)d'r':ey have dane ? Alafs the Blow: world 
hav+ been given before they could have apprehended 
chic: Maſter cobc 1. danger. This wasa perfect Powdere-- 
Plot: 
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Plot in the moſt literal ſence, the deed had been dons 
before the noife had been heard, the greateſt Courage 
upon Earth had been uſeleſs there; i in an inſtant the' 
Furies had gain'd their helli.h pointe, had nut Heaven 
been watchful over us. 

Ifever you hear Gods Providence call 'din queſtion by 
our bold Atheiſts, choak them with the fire at New- 
 Market,which haſtning the King away,ſpoil'd the whole 
Train that was laid, and by the loſs of a tew Houſes pre- 
vented rhree ereatKingdoms from periihing together in 

one Flame. For can you believe or imagin that all would 
have ended in a Maſſacreof the Koyal Family ? No,doubt 
you rot, the Maſſacre would have been carryed on as far 
as they could againſt all the Royal Party. What ele 
could they intend? what other thing could they wi.h? 
what other ca:iſe of acting fo dereſtable a Treaſon ? 
for to take off a moſt merciful King, and his next Suc- 
«ceſfor, who next to him bas ſhewed himſclt of a mot 
reconcileable Temper ; todo all this with a purpoſe of 
calling i in the ext of Kin to the Crown, who was bound 
m honour and .conſcience te take vengearke upon 
- them ; or with a purpoſe of ſerting up ſome other ſingle 
Perſon that had no*R3-þt ; this is a depree of madneſs 
-which none of theſe ſhrewd Phnaticks have to plead - 
in their own excuſe. Bring ferth-the Blind that have 
'Eyes, and the deaf that "td Ears (as Taiah ſpraks ) 
any man will not ſee a thing ſo dear as this, or if any 
one will nor hear this certain truth, That this Conſpiracy 
was the goodly frait of that Worthy Aſſociation ; the 
deſign of which was to eſtablihtheir Common-Wealth #n 
the 
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the State, and to introduce a Chaos or deform'd maſs of 
all Religions under the falſe Pretence and counterfeit 
Title ——_ Proteſtant Religion in the Church. But 
then to bring this y paſs, tho' God-only knows what 
they could have effected, yet they muſt needs have in- 
tended to cut off immediately all men of note that had 
adher'd to the Crown, all that had been true to 
the Church, all that had behav'd them(clves honeſtly 
in thelaſt perplext Five years: Ye had all been Popiſhly 
Aﬀecied atleaſt, and the Proteſtant Flatls ( as they call, 
'em ) had flown about yourEarslong ago. My thoughts 
are loſt and drowr'd in the horrour of what would have. 
follow'd ; I may be allowed to uſe that Metaphor of 
Drewnine, for David uſes it here, praying Almighty 
God to ſayehim and deliver him out of the great waters, 
from the band of ſtrange Children ; for a Popular Infier 
refjon is like an irmdation in the Night, when the Sea 
beats down its walls : A Tyrant makes indeed a horrible 
noiſe like Thunder, but he, like that, does ſeldome de- 
ſtroy any great numbers ; but an Enthuſtaſtick Maltitude 
breaking looſe, do's, like the raging waves, make no 
diſtingzon or ſtop, it bears down all impetuouſly that 
ſtands before it. I ſpeak not only with regard to theſe 
Loyal Noblemen and principal Minifters of State, and 
Magiſtrates of the great City, that were marked out 
and condemin'd-ro have fallen with che King,anda par- 
ticular Butcher provided for each one of them,ButI muſt | 
ſay it to all the worthy Patriots in this Great Aſſem- 
bly, they ought to make a preſent of their Lives -and 
give. them back again to the Service of God ( whoſe 
D 
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Service is perfe4 Freedome ;) for perhaps theres not 2 
man among them. but owes his Life: to the Goodneſs of 
God in' this diſcavery:; for whatdid not thoſe Barba- 
riatns ſwallow 1a-their. own:thoughts 2: Whoſe Blood 
did not thoſe Capnibals thirſt after ? Upon whoſe 
Eſtate and Fortunes had they. not fixt- their envious 
apy impudent Eyes ?: As great a-ſhame astt is for ſome 
profligate and deſperate Wretches tu have been leftionr 
of the Caballs/that manag'd this Conſpiracy, meerly 
becauſe they knew. them to be made uUp- © ſo much- 
Freachery. and. Falfenel(s, they would. not be -true,. no 
not to, themſelves ;. So. great a Shame would it have 
been, for any. 1 SY Men [not':to have been: in their + 
 Lift'of Mex worthy; Tt would have been a Scandal 'in-\ 
deed-- for any- man of, Honour and' of Conſcierice to / 
have been {uffer'd to. Eive by them, to-have- ſuryiv'd': 
the Royal Family, and io-many good Subjedts as Would” 
have fallen with it, had the: Villains prevail do 577 
And yet. perhaps they would have. {par'd. the: Comr--" 
plying men as. not worth their Anger, ſuch mens re- i 
ſalve. to thrive underiall Governments; or:oah avildaſt: 
be. well content to ſit ſill, indifferentand upconmfrern'd 
whatever Religion 1s uppermoſt i in the Charch : they 
are Animals incombuſtible for Religion, (as one defines 
them )-and: whatever :Interoſt, prevails uv the State, 
they, laugh: at; the, Notion of: being'! StutesMartyre7 -- * 
;L-with this ſort of-men who pleaſe themſelves with 
being io Paſſive | in: fo: AG:ve times: as theſe, would 
canlider;: what:' kind: of: Cenſure.or Sentence 'rathet, 
ak Heathen Legjfator has: paſt- upon them+ hwy ? 
| the 
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ThE.ap, of Sclon (ſays Phutarch, the writer ofhis Life 
hat if ery * peculiar and ſurpriſing, which tnakef's 
thoſe Infamous, who ftand Nemters in a Sedition *; for 
it ſeems he would not have any one TInfenſible arid Re. 
gardleſs of the Publick, and ſecuring his private affairs 
glory that he had no feeling of the Diftempers of his Contatry, 
but preſently joyn with thoſe that had the Right upon theiv 
fide, aſſiſt and venture with thein rather than ſhift out of 
harms-way,and watch who would get the better. T heſe are 
the words of that wiſe man, ſtating and declaring the 
concern that every Private 'man ought to ſhew when 
hisPrince or his Country are in danger. 

Bat now for any of thoſe that are ina publick truſt 
or have a more ſpecial obligation tobe upon the watch 
for the ſafety of the King and Kingdom ; if (uch men 
are aſteep David being yet a ſubject, tell's them plain- 
ly, as the Lord liveth ( ſays he) ye are worthy 10 die, 
becmfe ye have not kept your maſter the Lords Anointed. 
Awake then you that together with the lard which the 
Lord gave to your Fathers, 1nherit their vertue too, 
the old Engl#h Loyalty and Courage : lay out your 
thoughts npon ſomthing mote worthy of your {elves 
than ate thoughts only of your own ſecarity: let. every 
one in his Station do. his duty fearlefsly : And. they 
that do ſo prove fot the moſt pare the wiſeſt as well 
as the moſt conſcientious, the ſafeſt as welk as 'the 
iobleſt 'and beſt Patriots ;" Tet us ſet it down to our 
ſelves that Honeſty 3s the true” Palicy, . and. let - npae 
make that' iccurſed Converſion of. the Prapolicion; 
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torevive that old abominable Gnoftick Principle of come 
pliance with any Vſurpations, or Impoſitions, for. fear 
of Suffering, for fear of that which a Chriſtian would 
rather wiſh; for bis own fake, could it be without 
other mens guilr, z. e. the Crown of Martyrdom ; Ita 
te alins ſenem cum Petro cingat, That was St. Hieron!'s 
good wiſh to Damaſys then Biſhop of Rome, So let 
another hind thee. when thou art old, as St. Peter was 
bound, that. was, to be carryed: to-Martyrdom.. This 
would ſeem but a courſe Complement, a piece af il] 
Courtſhip now, A wifh (ſays Eraſmmns ) if any now ſlould 
make it in behalf of bis Holineſs and preſent it in an Epiſtle 
to him, I worder (ſays he) what Reward he would aſſign 
bim ? Crucem opinor.. But let the worſt come to the 
worſt (as they ſay )if this be the worſt, that it ſhall pleaſe 
Chriſt to call any of us asthe Angel from Heaven call'd 
St. John the Apoſtle, come up hither, ſhall it be enough to 
deter us from going thither, that firſt he may happen to 
call us as he did St. Peter, Follow me, that is through 
death? What a noble Army of Martyrs have followed 
the great Captain of our Salvation ? The Church the 
Field of God has been manured, and enriched with the 


nobleſt compoſt in the World, the Blood of Martyrs ;\. 


The timesand ſeaſons of the Year are bounded out and 
ſignalizd by the dying Days of Martyrs : The Chriſtian 
Temples are dedicated tothe Memorials of the Martyrs, 
and Miracles were undeniably wrought at the Monu-- 
ments of the Bleſſed Martyrs. After all this, men of ſoft 


and {mooth inſinuations-would introduce a Principle of © 
Selt-Preſervation(as they call it) as if it were awworthy,as 
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Hit were unlawful to ſuffer any thing like Martyrdom, 
nay as if it were more Chriſtan to be Rebels and Regz- 
eides,than be ſo much as Conteſlorsin theCauſe of Chrzft. 
But we that have been ſaved from the Maſſacre 
we that have received a great and new Mercy our 
ſelyes in this Jaſt wonderful Deliverance of the King 
from the hands of bis Enemies ; have we not reaſon 
| | to ſing a new Song unto God, to ſing praiſes unto bim? 
And I make no-doubt but many of thoſe his Enemies 
will'now- change their note, .and let them ſing our new 
Song, and let it come from the greund of the Heart, as the 
Pſalmift ſpeaks, Givethanks, O Iſrael, to God the Lord in 
the Congregation, from the ground F the beart, let them - 
Joyn with us here in the Offices of the Church to bleſs - 
Almighty God for this De and for this happy Diſcos - 
very ; Upon theſe terms they are welcome not only to 
our Communion, but to that of the Angels in Heaven ; for 
there 3s joy in the preſence of the Angels of God over one 
Sinner that Repenteth, then much more joy over many 
Repenting Sinners. But then I'muſt preſs them vehes- - 
mently to bring forth fruits worthy of Repentance. What 
Love; what Duty do they owe to God andthe King, out : 
| of:pure gratitude for being afforded as great a delive- - 
rance as ours, a deliverance from themſelves, fromthe - 
Plague of their own hearts ? If they ſorrow after a:godly , 
fort. as the Corinthians did for ya #7 ſided with that > - 
ceftnous Perſon , they will ran through all the- Fpoftles - 
ſcale of Repentance. What carefulxeſs will it workzix + 
them ? what clearing of themſelves? what 5 


yeawhet fear? yes what wehement deſire? yea-what neal ? * 
. ya@? 
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yeamhat Feveuge P. H: any Catiline hereaſter thalt date 
eo-ceme- into the Senate, they will prefently: riſe from 
his Sidey (as Ceſar and Craſſus did, though they 'both 
hadabetted him formerly ;. ) he will ſee himſelf. de- 
ſexree 1nd ready. to be deteted by-thoſe that once 
cncauraged him; Thus.chey may-.caſily recover the 
falſe eps: they. have made by the Services they may 
doi; and all this 1s. little enough. for. their own and 
therPublick Security: For L muſt needs -obferve to 
you,”.thatthe King in-my Text. after he had offer'd 
Fhanks.-t0/Ged for delivering hin from the peril of the 
Szhord, did not yet think himlelf ſo mighty ſate,bur chat 
heind-heed to -Pray in. the-very inext words, Save 
irs dndh deliver me from the hands of ftrange 'C bildren 
ani: hat fort of men were thote? his open Enemies? 
No, they were the ftrange Children that diſfembled with 
bim: For there are many. that kiſs the hand which they 
marld cut-off, 'and- we :know by what Name he was 
calf'd who 'Kiſ# bis Lord:and Maſter even then when 
he'lJedup the Band of men to {cize him: it was the 
traitor . Judas ; ; yet did-not:Chriſt reje& his Addreſs; 
bur gave him. the title-ot + Friend. "But onr Bleſſed 
Saviour: himfelt has given out. the-fureſt Teſt for pre- 
tended :Converts;.: and he gave-it to St.” Peter upon 
fore] ighs that:be wauld deny: his Maſter, when thou art 
Carmertedi frdangiben thy: Brothiem: ſach Infant Converts 
ai thyſcowhbicr woder and 'weak Loyalty: is now. in 
: xlapger of being. everdaid:and ſifted: by "the preſſing 10 
1mpuntybiy vokccho: Party': i They whole own Eyes 
arngpad Ghobld Endeavors eo. ver -thoſe.whom 


"ITY Their 
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beſdte.:vbe Kerb ING. og 
their YL Example har'been thectufoof miflcadityey? Bag 
e(pecially. they that have been guikeyol\ Spren ary.otbers 
away ( tor fo it may well be caſled;y They ought 
have; dreadlul apprehentionsrof che Curfeponithofe that 
lead the Blind ont.of the way gounlets: they takeeare 
and pains to-brinig them bore ito! rhere Dacy: ©:And) 
now is the, time, - -now:. that ſuch: bidder. works” 0 
derkneſs have. been bronght-to Jight:3:that: they muſt 
be! blind, indeed ; wha with :\not-'fee: them :.: now that” 
ſach -prodigies : of. Vullany; have becn;diftoverod, chat” 
he js the, greateſt prodigy: of all -that'1disbelieves,/ or 
denies them.: Naw that. alſa ſo:great-a number; che"! 
L-will nat ſay: the: third Part of tbe'| Stag. ave\ ſuhibrot” 
down (Cas they. were'dn -St; Johns Viſtono) (yer Gaw/ 
that: fo many who ſhin'd htretoforeyim theiw proper! 
Orb are fallen ; Now the Apoſtlewillbe atlow'4to* 
be.ta.the Righty that Evil Conmuninations1 corrupt 6638? 
manmers ; \and tho; 16:14 fiowta: be \hopds thas yoble> 
minds will-conſort with-Hone hereafter avthdiPricnts-+ 
but with thoſe of their owntemper ;; but thobinor pre». 
ſently as Friends, until they bave reafon to beljeve their 
Friendſhip on-borth (ides. is fourided:npon:Virrue\z yer" 
as Phyſicians,” I muſt. telf thens from bur Bleſſed Saviour 
the mhole- need not. the Phyſician, but thoſe-that ave fick 5 
then.certainly thoſe that are poyſon'#.haye-notonly;need+ 
but right to have an Antidbte givent emmy cheiſainohimd 
that hurt jew, Abd what:amable charigg@rratienwines 
2 glorious Trans frgnration would be wrongtbeuporhels*: 
men, that were. lately ſuch.anſiraments of 1 Miſchief's<+ 
would. they-now: turn. Sawiemas\ih bbeir kind; ſuch as! 
"oP i390  v\vn'9 20a (oi hid 
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the Prophet gives' God'thanks for, thou gaveſs them 
Saviours.who ſaved them ont of the hands of their Ene- 

_ mnies. Nehem. ix. 27. | 

And this T have ſaid to thoſe deluded men-wholT h 
are coming to'themſelyes, But for the Atheiſts whomake 

_ up one main ſtrength of the Party againſt us ; I will not 

| loſe my time in exhorting them to be Loyal, bur rather 
employ it in imploring for them- this only Charity ef 
which they_are 'capable; that they may be ſeverely 
puniſh'd and treated according to their ment. Let not. 
ſuch wretched men be bolder in Blaſpheming 'God and 
the King, than we are in Aſſerting and Maintaining 
our Duty ta them both. To whata heightof this Vireue 

was David come,' when he was able to ſay like one who 
had-no1longer any human thoughts about him, the Zeal 
of thy Howſe hath eaten me up, as a mighty flame devours 
whatever:ſtands.in its way: and it follows, #he Rebukes 
7s them that, rebaked thee are-fallen upon wie. Again the 
atne-Royal Canfeſior, for thy ſake( ſays he) bave Eſuf- 
fered reproof, ſhame hath covered my face, i. e. ( fays 
S. Auſtin upon that Pſalm) I was contented to be thought a 
- ſhemeleſs perſon, becauſe T would not be aſham'd of my Re- 
ligion.' Thouhaft. need of this Confidence (lays he) to en- 
contiter ſonre Peoples impudence; When they upbraid thee 
for being a worſbipper of one that was hanged upon a Tree, - 
if thoudofl bluſh for. ſhame thou art Guilty(fay#he) of # - 
grievonsSige++Qujd fronti timesquani ſigno erucis ar- 
maſti-prorſus eſto frontoſus; (i. e.) Remember that thou - 
wert ar d in thy farebead with the ſign of the Croſs, (lo 
loag ago it. was uſed ) therefore be: not. weak:forebeaded 
(ys he) ix the Cauſe of God. [ts 


"Y | Ju, , p 
As Heroick an example of ſuch'a pigus magnanimi. 
ty as this in' David, was that in King Lewis of France, 
I mean him whom they ſtile the Saint, and well they 
may ſtile him lo upon this account ; that having made 
an Edi# againſt Acheiſtical or prophane talking, with 
this Penalcy annex'd , that the Guilty Perſon ſhould 
be Branded in the Forehead with a hot Iron, when great 
Interceſſion was us'd to procure a Pardon for a cer- 
tain Right Honorable Offender , the King comman- 
ded that Execurion ſhould be done immediately, and 

added this memorable laying, That be would gladly od 
od . 


the Brand in his own Forehead, on condition the name of 
ſhould no more be blaſphemed in bis Kingdom. 

But having done with our Enemies , before I con- 
clude, there is ſomewhat to be {aid ro our Friends, to 
our {elves : If we fing a new Song unto God for this De- 
liverance, If we ſing praiſes unto him, then the San of 
Syrach will tell us, that praiſe is not comely in the mouth of 
a ſinner, for it was not ſent him of the Lord." If therefore 
we will ſing a new Song of Praiſe to God as we ought to do, 
then we muſt lead new lives too: we muſt conſider 
that the moſt deceitful enemy of all is within, Intus bs- 
ftts, intus periculum , and the greateſt victory: that we | 
have to gainin this world , 1s over,our ſelves, and 
within our ſelves ; a vifery over our own unruly 
paſlions within us; For be that is ſlow to anger. is better 
than the mighty , and he that ruleth bis ſpirit than be that 
taketh a City, Prov. 1 6.32. and a viftagpver the many 
Temptations from without , conſgyring : with the 
Tempters within us ; For . be that .reſiſteth pleaſures 
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crowneth: bis life, Ecclis, 19. 5. This were indeed a 
glorious victory : 'tis properly that which the 4po- 
file calls overcoming the' world : and it Alexander de- 


{crv'd to be ſtil'd the Great for Conquering bur ſome 
parts of ir, when yet his wild Appetites had the do- 


minion over him; then ler bur theſe be ſubdu'd, and - 


we juſtly criumph. 

Such a deliverance from our Luſts, would be a 
mercy tranſcendently greater than even this by which 
God has given us our lives; for that would fave our 
gps coo. The greateſt courage in the world may find 
r00m enough to exerciſeand ſhew itſelf in a thorough 
Penitent, as tis excellently argued by S. Chryſoſtom, 
That David ſhew'd a more undaunted greatneſs of 
mind in daring to think of ſurmounting the ſin., and 
the ſhame, and to ſer up again for a Saint, after his 
foul, Treacherous, and Bloody Offence in the matter 
of Uriah, than he had ſhewn'* in his ſingle Combat 
with Goliah of Gath. Burt a Victory that gives not 
- Gold this glory, a Viftory that leaves it to be ſaid of 
us, they repented not to give him Glory, ſuch a Victory 
may be more perillous than even the Sword it ſelf from 
' whichwe are deliverd. Good Fortune , unleſs we 
uſe it reverently , joyning good Minds to good For- 
tune, may be one of the dangerouleſt things that can 
happen tous: Butas to mend our lives would be to 
make the beſt uſe of eur preſent advantage ; as to 
forſake our ſigg would be the braveſt conqueſt over 
our ſelves ; ſoit would be the heighth of Grartitude for 


. > 
our Deliverance. The Heathens on ſuch an occaſion 
as 
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&sthis would have built a Temple to Jupiter the "(on- 

ſervatory Bur this would be done like Chriſtians in- 

. deed, to dedicate our ſelves as 'Temples of the Holy 
Ghoſt, to God the Preſerver of men, as the Prophet ſtiles 
im. 

Let this great work be done, and then we may 
conclude with the P/alm, and ſecure our ſelves of all 
the Temporal Bleſſings here annex'd to ſincere Piety, 
That our Sons ſhall grow up as the youug plants , That our 
Garners ſhall be full and plenteous with all manner of ſtore, 
That our ſheep ſhall bring forth thouſands and ten thou 
ſands, that ſo there may be no decay, no leading into captivity, 
nor no complaining in our ſtreets ; "Happy are the people that 
are-m ſuch a caſe ; yea, Bleſſed are the People who have-the 
Lord for their God : which God we ought All to Adore, 
Invoke, and moſt humbly Belecch that the Church, 
which it was his good Providence lo to Reform , as to- 
make it the Beſt, the Pureſt , the moſt Apoſtolical of 
any Church upon Earth ; This he would vouchſafe to: 
Preſerve (now that all her Enemies are vanquiſhe by 
dint of Argument) from Periſhing by the Sword in the 
Perſon of Her Gracious Sovereign , ſince ſhe never 
takes the Sword againſt Her Lawful Sovereign. To 
which good Prayer let me but add thoſe Petitions 
which a moſt ancient Writer tells us the Primitive 
Chriſtians us'd ro make for their Emperor; For his 
long Life , for the Peace of his Empire , for the ſafety of 
the Royal Family , for Valiant Soldiers under bim , for a 
Faithful Senate , an Honeſt Commonalty., a Quiet World, 


and- 


as He # 4 man when we” pray. for;. or 48 Hle is Calar.. | 
| And we may the better hope that God wilt accep; 
theſe Prayers we makefor the KING, becauſe the 
King himlelf is here in Deyorion with .us to ſay 
AM E'N.. : : aw. . he 
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anght,.co-be the ſubjeft of our Projers, ” © 


